
Minutes of the KCC Meeting held in the Albany Museum Education Department

at 16h00 on Thursday 13 August 2009
	1.
Welcome 

	Jim Cambray (chair) welcomed Irene de Moor (WESSA), Jenny Gon (WESSA), Nick James (Ezemvelo Rivendell), Emily Jones (GRASS), Nikki Köhly (minutes), Jonathan Pryor (WfW), Kwanele Mbangi (Makana Municipality), Lorraine Mullins (WESSA), Jonathan Pryor (WfW), Andrew Slaughter (IWR), Roman Tandlich (RU Pharmacy Dept). 

	
Apologies: Angela Barberton (KCC Champion), Kevin Bates, Esté Coetzee (Rotary, MTPP), Helen Fox (IWR), Quintus Hahndiek (DEDEA), Sizwe Mkhulise (Thomas Baines, EC Parks), Ndumiso Nongwe (Makana Municipality).

	2. Approval of minutes of meeting of 4 June 2009
	

	The minutes of the previous meeting were APPROVED.
	

	3 Champions’ activities and outreach
	ACTION

	3.1 Green Revolutions and Social Solutions (GRASS): Emily Jones introduced herself as the coordinator of the student group involved in Roman Tandlich’s low-cost water testing pilot project (see 6.3). 
	

	3.2 Hillsview-Hope: J Esterhuizen assisted with the Afrikaans translation of the pamphlet – the KCC thanks Essie for this valuable contribution. Progress continues.
	Köhly 
Gon 

	3.3 Grey Dam and Commonage: Jonathan reported that WfW has been in this area since 1998. The entire northern slope has been cleared and the 170 ha of southern slope from “the Lookout” house down to Featherstone Kloof will be handed back to the Municipality next week. It was noted that there has not been a fire for 12 months. WESSA outing to see progress on Saturday 22 Aug, meet at Albany Museum 09h00.
	Bates

Mullins

	3.4 Sun City: No report received. Contact Esté for feedback.
	Köhly Coetzee

	3.5 Algal Ponding System (APS) linked to sewage works: Nikki emailed the APS information to Martha Letsoalo.
	Letsoalo  

	3.6 Waterless Sanitation: Nothing further to report, yet.
	Köhly

	3.7 Inter-Interact Clubs of Grahamstown (ICOG): No report received. Contact Esté for feedback.
	Köhly Coetzee

	3.8 Ezemvelo Community / Rivendell Forest Nursery: Mainly maintenance work during the winter months. Approx 20 spp of indigenous plants. Nick collects the MTPP shareholders from town to work there on a regular basis. 
	James

	3.9 Featherstone Kloof: There has been talk of the community asking for Featherstone Kloof for grazing. A private farmer gave the area to the Municipality years ago with a signed agreement was that it would not be used for livestock. However there has been some grazing on a tender basis. Snaring is more common now that WfW is not a constant presence. The Municipality should be pressurised through the MEF to patrol the area (perhaps create a post for a ranger on horseback). WESSA and RU Zoo Soc are looking into the possibility of organising regular snare hunts on commonage land.
	James

	3.10 St Andrews College project: It was noted that WfW had carried out the Municipality’s job and removed all the bug weed at the end of Worcester St. Jonathan and his team are to be thanked.
	

	3.11 Thomas Baines: Sizwe reported by email that he was impressed with WfW’s IAP clearing on the western slopes along the N2 (post-fire invasion). The Friends of Thomas Baines, championed by Quintus, have made good progress along the Palmiet River above Howison’s Poort dam. Despite the drought, water is still flowing into the dam, and palmiet is growing well. Makana Municipality recently helped transport 8,000 litres of water to Thomas Baines as water scarcity accelerates. A Municipal official told Sizwe that dam levels are the lowest in more than 20 years. Only 27 mm in June & 55 mm in July of rain. It was suggested that water security could be promoted by (i) installing rainwater tanks, (ii) more efficient water use, (iii) waterless sanitation, where possible, (iv) re-use of grey water, (v) removing invasive alien plants (Working for Water), and (vi) repairing infrastructure. 
	

	3.12 World Water Monitoring Day kits: Roman’s Masters student is awaiting ethics approval to use the WWMD kit in workshops for journalism students and the community. It will hopefully also improve understanding of water quality issues and prevent further water quality misinformation in the media. By the end of September he hopes to give feedback on use of the free kits. Roman was contacted by Port Alfred surfers re river contamination concerns, and he spoke to Jerome Bull at Settlers Hospital about sampling the water. Their email addresses will be passed on to Nikki. Jim gave Nongwe a kit 3 weeks ago, but has not received feedback yet.
	Tandlich  

Pryor

Cambray

	4 KCC publicity, resources, projects and support
	ACTION

	4.1 KCC website: recent updates at http://www.kowiecatchmentcampaign.org.za/ include IAP information, and Jonathan’s profile. Others are urged to send a photo and a few words about themselves to Andrew. A photo of the Galela Amanzi water tank plus text to be uploaded. Jim thanked Andrew for his excellent additions to the website especially the IAP section using Angela’s photos.
	All

Slaughter

	4.2 Grahamstown water history project: Gillian McGregor is gratefully acknowledged for her assistance in re-working Lorraine’s KCC map (send Lorraine her email address). The article for the Annals of the Eastern Cape Museums is being slowed down by a tedious referencing system. Lorraine thanked Jim for all his editorial efforts.
	Mullins

Cambray



	4.3 Municipal funding (R25 000): Niks, Nada, Luthu, Zilch, Nothing. It was suggested at the last MEF meeting that if an environmental project receives money, there should be progress reports at the MEF to promote accountability.
	Bates



	4.4 Kowie Catchment Open Space Initiative (KCOSI): No further progress.
	Köhly

	4.5 IAP publicity – Dept of Agriculture: Nikki contacted Patrick Nelani from the Dept of Agriculture (Soil Conservation) but he did not respond. Jonathan suggested contact with Shirley Cowling, the provincial WfW IAP communications person. 
	Köhly

	4.6   Proposed Science Centre: Andrew attended the meeting set up by Vera Adams, Director of Scifest Africa, on 27 July. There was debate surrounding the nature of the centre: a dedicated building for exhibits and teaching (and administrative issues), or coordinating various venues distributed across town (e.g. SAIAB & Albany Museum Mobile Education Units, RU Mobile Science Lab). The main organisers agreed to deal with such issues before meeting again with the wider group. 
	

	5 Issues of concern
	ACTION

	5.1 Sewage leak hotspots:
	

	(a) Public awareness: An article was published in the Makana Enviro-News and Jim had a response on 19 June (see below).
	

	(b) Sewage leak updates: Jim reported the overflowing manhole opposite 6 St Aidens Ave (19 June), it was dealt with almost immediately; toilet paper is still emerging (a partial blockage?). No updates received on Lavender Valley, Hillsview stream, Graeme College, Kings View & Kings Heights, or site near Miki Yilli stadium. Lorraine noted improved communications by Municipal Engineers’ Office: answer calls & respond promptly to reported problems. 
	

	5.2 Carwash runoff: No report received. Contact Esté for feedback.
	Köhly Coetzee

	5.3 Dumping hotspots: 
	

	(a) Landfill dumping on 2a Beaufort Street: Jim contacted the Municipal Manager who contacted the appropriate people. A letter dated 21 July 09 was sent to the owner (Mr Pierre Ranchod) of Erf 1431 instructing him to determine the floodline, consult a landscape architect re channelling the river, and to submit a building plans or remove all fill within 30 days. He faces the risk of being taken to court. The Town Planner contacted Jim by phone which was appreciated. The KCC is advised to insist on an EIA.
	Cambray

	(b) Landfill dumping in Lavender Valley: No report received. Contact Esté for feedback.
	Köhly Coetzee

	(c) Hillsview-Hope: Garden and household waste dumping continues at the top of Hope St. Report dumping to Makana Municipality’s Mr David Dell.

	Köhly

	(d) York Street: Jim sent a KCC letter requesting enforcement of municipal by-laws with regard to waste from Shoprite. No comment has been received from Martha Letsoalo. 
	Cambray

Letsoalo  

	(e) Robinson Street: No update. 
	Köhly

	(f) Wood Street: No update. 
	angela 

	(g) Garden skips: The area around the skip at the top of Worcester St has been cleaned up.
	Mullins

	5.4 IAP (Invasive Alien Plant) hotspots: WfW is no longer responsible for areas handed back to Makana Municipality, but they do continue to provide reminders regarding follow-ups. KCC letter to be sent to Mr Bates to support WfW recommendations. 
	Cambray

	(a) Hillsview area: WfW contract work between Hillsview Rd and N2 has been done. WfW does not have the specialised equipment or expertise (rope work, etc) to do the stream area. Kwanele Mbangi agreed that municipal cutters are able to work in built up areas. Neighbours should work together to lobby the Municipality (see 3.2).
	Köhly Gon

	(b) Howison’s Poort & surrounds: WfW to remove IAPs on private farms (Craigie Doone, Aucklands, Dwyer, Antrobus, Pumba, etc) where “landowner’s agreement” has been signed. Some landowners (Lewis, Grant) are resistant to signing. WfW to bring in Dept of Agriculture to issue directives.
	Pryor

	(c) Stones Hill:  WfW currently working on properties (Fryer, then Chandlers, Beer, Wazikele Civils). It was noted that the Coles have cleared their land of IAPs but are inundated by IAP seeds from neighbours (Haggard, Mills, etc).
	Pryor

	5.5 Proposed Albany Regional Water Supply Scheme: Makana Municipality has not reported back on the outcome of the outside consultant’s assessment of this proposal. 
	Cambray 

	6 Civic engagement and Municipal accountability
	ACTION

	6.1 Protection of spring / umthombo project: Bates said that Clr Phonogolo intended to convene a meeting with stakeholders, service providers and sub-committee in early August, but this has not taken place.
	Bates

	6.2 Working for Water and Makana Municipality: IAP regrowth to be dealt with by WfW contractors who are paid by the Municipality (R280,000 budgeted). 
	Bates

	6.3 Water quality issues and Makana Municipality: Letsoalo not present to report on Municipal progress. 
	Letsoalo



	(a) Low-cost water quality test project: Rhodes University students’ tests in June/July indicate zero faecal contamination. Kits still to be distributed to 30% of town. New Masters student to collaborate with USA researcher with experience in dealing with urban populations with diverse literacy (similar projects in Philippines & USA). Use of volunteers or casual labour has legal implications relating to validity of results and community health. Roman will write a report within two weeks, and update project proposal for Makana Municipality. DWAF still to be brought onboard – possibly King William’s Town branch (Andrew Lucas). GRASS was thanked for approaching Roman to participate in the project.
	Tandlich  



	(b) Makana Municipality staff capacity: As noted at a meeting with the Municipality on 19 May, it lacks capacity/resources to perform Water Services Authority responsibilities (http://www.dwaf.gov.za/dir_ws/waterpolicy/default.asp?nStn=policies&Topic=361) or meet the Blue Drop system criteria (http://www.dwaf.gov.za/dir_ws/DWQR/). It was noted that efforts made by the Town Planner (5.3a) indicated improved capacity.
	Letsoalo



	(c) Rhodes University: Thanks are due to University plumbers and Grounds & Gardens for their quick and efficient response during the recent water cuts/shortages. Roman took extra samples during this period and is awaiting results.
	Tandlich



	(d) Water quality reporting: It was noted that local journalists misquote Tandlich and Muller to create alarmist messages, but the wider community is starting to recognise the difference between good and bad science.
	

	(e) Makana Water EMC (Environmental Monitoring Committee) proposal: Irene de Moor proposed the establishment of a Makana Water EMC as it would have the clout of legislative backing. She worked with an EMC in PE and noted the success of a narrow focus (hazardous waste along the Swartkops River from Wastetech). Wastetech responded by funding quarterly meetings with stakeholders (community, local municipality, DWAF, DEAT), and cleaned up its act. In Makana, the focus could be on asking for water quality results from the two Water Treatment Works – which the KCC has been trying to do for many years. Roman has also been looking at mechanisms to achieve this, through community involvement (e.g. sms water quality results) and linking results to a website. Need to consider how to set up an EMC. Irene to approach Rhodes University (Muller, McCarthy, Hazell, Dyala); call for interest of community, major industry (Makana Brick, etc) via MEF, community organisations and local media. Elect a chairperson with conflict resolution experience. Ideas to be channelled via Nikki to Irene and Roman.
	de Moor

	(f) Certified Laboratory: Certified lab results would provide regulatory strength. Grahamstown’s water should be tested every 3 days (not of every 2 months), according to the DWAF Drinking Water Quality Framework for SA (http://www.dwaf.gov.za/Documents/Other/DWQM/DWQMFrameworkDec05.pdf). Certification of a water testing lab requires major finances, so Rhodes University and Makana Municipality need to work together. The EMC could provide a forum to focus on this and ensure municipal accountability. 
	

	6.4 Makana Environmental Forum meeting: The meeting of 28 July at Joza Multipurpose Centre was well attended. The Zero Waste theme featured Masihlule Project and groundWork – but Bobby Peek, Mark Wells and colleagues did not attend. Two groundWork-affiliated pickers felt they could make more money if independent of the Masihlule Project.
 Nikki took minutes and emailed them to Nongwe – he has not responded. [He emailed 18 Aug]. 
	Köhly

	7 General
	ACTION

	7.1 Letter from Environmental Health & Cleansing: A letter from Johan Esterhuizen to Sunnyside residents on a change in refuse removal date reflected poor use of space on an A4 page. To suggest automatic inclusion of information on the Municipality’s 2-bag system, garden waste facilities, etc, or use of A5 paper, in such letters in future.
	Köhly  

	7.2 Carbon sequestration: Irene drew attention to carbon sequestration options of paying or planting trees. To liaise with Mike Powell and GRASS. 
	de Moor

Köhly  

	Meeting ended: 17h45

	8.   Date of next meeting: 
	

	Thursday 1 October 2009, Albany Museum Education Dept, 16h00
	


Future 2009 meetings: 3 December (Thomas Baines Nature Reserve).
	KCC committee & friends email list:

	Chair Jim Cambray <j.cambray@ru.ac.za>, Vice Chair Lorraine Mullins <r.mullins@imaginet.co.za>, Angela Barberton <angela.barberton@gmail.com>, Kevin Bates <kgb@makana.gov.za>, Jai Clifford-Holmes <g06c2495@campus.ru.ac.za>, Este Coetzee <e.coetzee@ru.ac.za>, Cordelia du Preez <g01l0098@campus.ru.ac.za>, Helen Fox <helenthefox@gmail.com>, Jenny Gon <j-gon@intekom.co.za>, Samora Gusha <samoragusha@yahoo.com>, GRASS <grass.info@gmail.com>, Quintus Hahndiek <quintus.hahndiek@deaet.ecape.gov.za>, Irene de Moor <irenedemoor@imaginet.co.za>, Nick James <nickjames@intekom.co.za>, Emily Jones <g07j1162@campus.ru.ac.za>, Nikki Kohly <n.kohly@ru.ac.za>, Martha Letsoalo <martha@makana.gov.za>, Dorothy Makaza <g09M7446@campus.ru.ac.za>, Kwanele Mbangi <kwanele@makana.gov.za>, James Merron <jlmerron@gmail.com>, Sizwe Mkhulise <sizwe.mkhulise@gmail.com>, Ndumiso Nongwe <nongwe@makana.gov.za>, Jonathan Pryor <jonathanpryor@gmail.com>, Dave Render <d.render@ru.ac.za>, Nicola Rushmere <ngrushmere@gmail.com>, Andrew Slaughter <andrews@iwr.ru.ac.za>, Leigh Stadler <leighpfrog@gmail.com>, Roman Tandlich <r.tandlich@ru.ac.za>, 
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� Mr David Dell: 046-603.6100 or leave message with Mr Smile at 603.6086.


� Mark Wells phoned Nikki on 12 Aug to glean information. He noted that groundWork did not attend due to changed plans, but acknowledged that their interest in Grahamstown had created tensions. He suggested a focus on addressing gaps such as the lack of recycling/processing industries in Grahamstown, rather than competing with existing efforts.





KCC – a project of the Makana Environmental Forum

working together for a healthy river catchment

http://www.kowiecatchmentcampaign.org.za/

