
Minutes of the KCC Meeting held in the Board Room, Albany Museum

at 16h00 on Thursday 10 June 2010
	1.
Welcome 

	Jim Cambray (Chair) welcomed Masimthembe Adam (Albany WfW), Angela Barberton (KCC), Thando Bili (Africoast), Fred Ellery (RU), Jenny Gon (WESSA; minutes for this meeting), Quintus Hahndiek (DEDEA), Lorraine Mullins (WESSA), Thembalethu  Pita (Albany WfW), Jonathan Pryor (Albany WfW), Masixole  Tata (Albany WfW). Jonathan Pryor introduced his colleagues from WfW whom he had invited to join the meeting so that they can be informed as to what various NGOs are doing. 

	
Apologies: Jai Clifford-Holmes; Samora Gusha; David Knowles; Nikki Köhly. Dr Cambray expressed his disappointment that no representatives from the Makana Municipality were present.

	2.
Approval of minutes of meeting of 1 April 2010 

	The minutes of the previous meeting were APPROVED but it was noted by Dr Cambray that there had been a reaction from the Municipality as to the format of the previous minutes which had a strong emphasis on action required by the Muni. While the role of the KCC has evolved to one of watchdog, minutes will be re-formatted in future to emphasize the role of civic engagement.

	3.   Water supply crisis
	Action

	3.1 Water resources and infrastructure

a) Water leaks: Mr Mullins reported that a leak at the end of Worcester Street, below Worcester Mews, had been repaired about a year ago, but there is still a small stream of water flowing. Mr Hahndiek reported a leak outside Shoprite in Beaufort Street that had been flowing for some time.  
b) Repair of Jameson Dam valve: no report.
c) Status of James Kleynhans WTW pumps: no report.
d) Removal of IAPs from catchment: Mr Pryor reported that initial clearing and follow-up has been completed on all the land along the left side of the N2. The right side is out on contract; Rohan Stroebel’s (private landowner) land will be handed back soon. The dense stand of eucalyptus on the commonage land behind Professor Colin Lewis’s property will be tackled soon. Mr Pryor explained that progressing down the catchment was constrained by the annual budget (R2.5 million) which did not allow for more teams to be brought in to supplement the follow-up work that was ongoing. Ms Barberton described an effective method of treating gums that is being used by Forestry. Prof. Ellery informed the meeting that an Enviro Science student group is looking at the hydrological response to the clearing of IAPs. This project will tie with the surface-water monitoring project of the Oldenburgia Conservancy.
e) Waainek Water Treatment Works: The linings of the holding dams at the Waainek WTW are in a state of disrepair. A new holding dam has been built, but Ms Barberton suggested that because the old holding dams are currently empty, it is an ideal time to re-line and de-silt them.
	ALL citizens to be vigilant and report leaks to the Municipality.

Mr Mabece to report on (b) and (c).

Dr Cambray to write to the Municipality.

	3.2 Appointment/training of staff in Water and Sanitation section

a) No report. 
	Mr Mabece to report back.

	3.3 Water supply dam updates
a) Dam levels have not been published in Grocott’s for some time. The latest report on the Makana website dates to 25 March (18.03%). The committee agreed that the Makana Municipality needs to be prompted for more frequent and up-to-date info.
b) It was noted that with dam levels so low it is a good time to profile the dams and measure the extent of siltation.
c) It was also noted that Grahamstown is extremely fortunate to have a water supply from the Gariep Dam which is currently full. It was decided that the KCC should ask the Municipality what Grahamstown’s quota is for water from the Gariep Dam. 
	Dr Cambray to write to write to the Municipality.

Dr Cambray to write to write to the Municipality. 
Dr Cambray to write to the Municipality.

	3.4 Enforcement of water restrictions

a) There was no clarity as to whether peace officers had been appointed to enforce restrictions. The committee was sceptical about the effectiveness of spot fines which are susceptible to corruption.
	

	4.   Water-wise practices
	Action

	4.1 Groundwater: Concern was expressed about the wide utilisation of boreholes for watering of playing fields throughout Grahamstown. Also, that one contractor in town is informing new borehole owners that they do not need to be registered, and that borehole water appears to be regarded as a limitless resource that everyone can tap into.
a) Ms Köhly has requested Grounds and Gardens at RU to reprogramme (override the existing timer) the sprinkler system to prevent irrigation taking place in the heat of the day; she also requested that the amount of irrigation with groundwater be reduced and only used where absolutely essential. Mr Davies responded that the sprinklers have a rain sensor that stops them working when it rains; the reduction of groundwater usage has been ongoing for the past three months.
b) It was noted that many boreholes are being sunk in Grahamstown. Concern was raised about the state of knowledge of boreholes and it was decided that the KCC should find out whether the Municipality has a register of boreholes and their size. 
	Ms Köhly to report back.

Dr Cambray to write to the Makana Muni to find about the status and knowledge of boreholes in Ght.

	4.2 Waterless sanitation: 
a) Ms Köhly has installed her SANIX toilet (see www.eloo.co.za) at home. Mr Mabece, Mr Gila and a lady councillor have been to see it and Ms Köhly followed up the visit with an email supplying further info on waterless sanitation to Mr Mabece. A number of people have expressed interest to Ms Köhly in obtaining waterless sanitation. The committee commended Ms Köhly for setting this example.
	

	4.3 Rainwater harvesting 
a) Many home-owners in Grahamstown are installing rainwater tanks.

b) Ms Barberton passed on the contact details of the Earthlife Africa Ght manager to Mr Clifford-Holmes.

c) No report from Galela Amanzi.
	Galela Amanzi to report back.



	4.4 Grey water re-use

a) Ms Köhly had not been able to establish from RU Grounds and Gardens whether any decisions had been made on grey water re-use on campus. There was no update from Dr Tandlich.
	Ms Köhly and Dr Tandlich to report back.



	4.5 Rainfall reporting: If residents are conscious of rainfall figures, dam levels, etc, water would be seen as a community issue rather than something just for environmentalists.
a) Grocott’s Mail: Weekly rainfall records are being published on Tuesdays below the weather and tides column.

b) KCC website: The KCC website has a link to http://www.ru.ac.za/environment/resources/waterresources which has a link to Grahamstown rainfall & weather [at http://oldwww2.ru.ac.za/weather/].
	

	5.   Drinking water quality
	Action

	5.1 Municipal water quality testing

a) Blue Drop campaign: Dr Gon had emailed Mr Mabece for information on Makana’s goals for achieving Blue Drop status, in the event that he could not attend the meeting but the email went unacknowledged. Dr Gon reported that, according to the My Water website, monitoring was last done in Grahamstown on 18 May. Chemical testing is now being done (in addition to the biological testing). Results calculated over the past three months indicate that Ght water quality is compliant.

b) Frequency of testing: Mr Mabece not present to report. The KCC notes that water quality should be tested twice a week to be fully compliant with DWAF.
 Dr Cambray reported that water quality results on the MM website were posted on 5 May, date tested 9 April.

c) Publicising water quality data: It was agreed that this needed to be done more frequently.
	Dr Gon to follow up with Mr Mabece. 

Mr Mabece to report.

Dr Cambray to write to Municipality

	5.2 Independent water quality research 
a) PhD research: no report from Ms Onabolu. 
b) Low-cost water quality testing project: no update from Dr Tandlich. In an email, Mr Knowles reported that he had met with Dr Tandlich and was awaiting instructions on which sites GRASS should test, beginning in the RU 3rd term.

c) Dr Cambray had approached Mr Mongezi on behalf of Dr Tandlich for localities of water leaks for Dr Tandlich to test for contaminants above and below the leak. [see 3.1(a) above for possible site].

d) Funding for low-cost kit: It was suggested that Dr Tandlich contact the WRC for funding for the project. 
	Ms Onabolu

Dr Tandlich

Dr Tandlich

	6.   Sewage management 
	Action

	6.1 Sewage leaks: 

a) Mr Hahndiek reported that Mr Vroom had reported a leak in Lavender Valley where a stream of sewage was flowing 3 m wide. The municipality has done some work but have not finished cleaning up. More recently Mr Vroom reported a leak in Anderson Street where sewage was pouring out. Mr Hahndiek took photos to send to the regional DEDEA office. 

b) Mr Mullins reported a bad overflow on the Old Bay Road, coming down from Waainek. He had an immediate telephonic response from the MM but has not checked the overflow yet. 

c) Ms Barberton reported that with the previous day’s rainfall, the sewage overflow outlet at the corner of Beaufort and Hill streets was spewing sewage out.

d) Mr Mullins had reported the theft of a metal sewage cover from outside his house some time ago. The metal lids are being replaced with concrete ones.
	ALL citizens to be vigilant and report leaks to the Municipality.

	6.2 DEDEA compliance notice: 

a) Mr Hahndiek reported that the MM had responded to the compliance 
notice and that Mr Esterhuizen and Mr Everton had accompanied him to the top end of Lavender Valley and to the leak in Raglan Road. Mr Hahndiek noted that this was an informal response but that the MM was the only local government dept that had responded to the compliance notice. 

b) Mr Pryor queried the incident of raw sewage going into the Kowie River. Mr Hahn-diek said that there had been no response from the Ndlambe Municipality.
	Mr Hahndiek to keep KCC updated.

	7.   Other issues of concern 
	Action

	7.1 Invasive Alien Plants

a) Working for Water update: Mr Pryor reported that the Municipality was nearing the end of its financial year (end June). They have spent close to the IDP R266 000 budget [as reported at the March Makana Environmental Forum meeting]. He will be able to give the final figure at the next KCC meeting. WfW has just finished Hillsview, Hospital Hill and Hill 60. Mr Pryor re-iterated that 30-40% budget is spent on initial clearing, the rest is used for follow-up work. All their current budget has been used. He again expressed the need for more teams so follow-up clearing can take place sooner to deal with rapid re-growth after initial clearing.

b) Next areas of focus: : Mr Pryor reported that WfW will be dividing their time between the west side of town along the escarpment that leads to Settlers and Howisons Dams where there are still large stands of old-growth IAPs, and the east side of town (Stones Hill) where are several landowners with infestation problems. 
c) IAPs on road verges: Mr Pryor had written to Mr Kevin Bates regarding the removal of IAPs on verges but had not had a response.

d) IAP publicity: Mr Pryor reported that the Dept of Agriculture IAP communications officer, Ms Cowling, is working on a pamphlet on IAPs in the Eastern Cape which will be made available to tourism offices, municipalities, landowners and various fora. The pamphlet will help to educate people to take action against IAPs on their properties.

e) Poor landowner response: Most landowners don’t acknowledge the urgency that is required to deal with IAPs and don’t make it a priority. The Department of Agriculture should be putting pressure on landowners but lack the staff to do so. In future, when new land agreements are being signed, a member of the Dept of Agriculture will accompany WfW.

f) Featherstone Kloof: Mr Mullins reported that Peter Bailey’s farm was heavily infested. Mr Pryor said that Mr Bates was aware of the problem but he, Mr Pryor, had too many other commitments at this stage to be tackling the farm.

g) Urban areas: No report. Ms Barberton noted that the Municipality has been cleaning up the canalised streams but they were not removing the IAPs. It was pointed that this was a different department’s responsibility. This has been an ongoing problem for many years.

h) GRASS: Mr Knowles reported in an email that GRASS had permission from Mr 
Hazell to clear IAPs in the river next to the Enviro Science building under his guidance. He hopes that by focusing on campus sites, more students will get involved and develop a sense of stewardship. They found that going out to other areas last year was unsustainable.
	Dr Cambray to write a letter of support to help WfW raise more funding.
Mr Bates to respond to Mr Pryor’s enquiry.

Mr Pryor and Ms Köhly to keep the committee informed. 

Mr Bates’ team to attend to Pereskia on the corner of Huntley & Somerset streets. 

Mr Bates to clarify on the brief for the ‘stream team’.


	7.2 Dumping 

a) Mr Pryor reported on an illegal dumping site down the Belmont Valley road, just beyond Fort England. This site has been ‘active’ for many years.  
b) Wood Street:  Dumping is still a problem.
c) Hillsview Hope: Mr Bates gave assurance that the Dept of Parks and Recreation would remove the dumped garden waste and erect a ‘no dumping’ sign, but despite regular reminders, this has still not been done.

d) Offsales dumping in Raglan Road: Mr Hahndiek had complained to a local offsales manager about refuse from the offsales being dumped in the ditch. The manager cleaned up the area despite initial resistance.
	Mr Bates’ team to clear dumped garden waste and erect ‘no dumping’ signs.

	7.3 Carwash update: No report.
	Ms Coetzee/Mr Mabece

	7.4 Developments
a) Mr Ranchod’s Beaufort St landfill development: Dr Cambray wrote to the town planner after his meeting with Mr Ranchod to say that the KCC thought that the development could improve the area, provided that the 1:100 floodline was taken into account and the retaining walls were built. There has been no response from the TP.

b) Allen Street development: Ms Köhly had received a 1:100 year floodline determination for the relevant erf from the architect, Mr Hendri Frankenfeld, who also informed her that the building plans have been formally approved, subject to compliance with the recommendations by MBB. The construction will be undertaken in phases; starting with excavation and retaining walls along the stream. Ms Köhly sent some recommendations with regard to waste management, sanitation and water saving devices to Mr Frankenfeld to reduce the impact of the development on the stream, as well the planting of indigenous plants and regular inspections and clean-ups of the stream as required. Ms Barberton commented that the Allen Street/Somerset Stream was difficult to manage because it is not accessible.
c) Belmont Valley Golf Estate: The KCC needs to keep its ear to the ground for news of this proposed development. Mr Hahndiek had no further news; he needs to know the name of the development to be able to ‘track’ it.
d) Potential synergy with Kowie Open Space Initiative: No report.
	Mr Hahndiek to pass on any info to the KCC as and when he obtains it.

	8.   KCC Projects & publicity 
	Action

	8.1 Protection of spring / umthombo project
a) Subsequent to the meeting, Mr Bili from Africoast reported that permission for crossing the pipe under the R67 has been granted by the Provincial Dept of Roads and Transport. The concept and detail drawings have been completed and are ready for implementation. Mr Bili noted that the project is anticipated to be implemented early 2011 and not this year as previously highlighted.

b) Concern was expressed about the proposed two-pipe system although Prof Ellery said that it is simple to engineer it in such a way that both pipes only flow when there is enough water to feed both pipes.
	Ms Barberton to keep an eye on the spring.

	8.2 KCC website http://www.kowiecatchmentcampaign.org.za/:

a) Mr Slaughter is awaiting further content. Ms Köhly to draft outstanding profiles and if no feedback is received, these should be uploaded.

b) Dr Cambray reported that he had been contacted by Ms June Horn from Oakhill School in Knysna. She had found the KCC website very useful and had made use of the sniff and turbidity tests (taken from the website), as well as the Mini Sass which they already had. She could not find the two stories, ‘Doom in the Water’ and ‘Nonkala the Crab’. They are doing their observations in a small reserve (Pledge Park) adjacent to their school, which has a river running through it. Dr Cambray also noted that he had mailed a World Water Monitoring Kit to the school as they had shown interest

c) Dr Gon reported that she had ‘googled’ the ‘Blue Drop campaign’ and the KCC website had come up as the second hit.
	Committee members who have not done so to submit profiles to Mr Slaughter.

Ms Köhly to send the missing material through to Mr Slaughter to upload.

	8.3 Grahamstown water history project
a) Publication in the Annals of the Eastern Cape Museums: The layout still needs to be done for this paper. A second paper needs to be published in the same issue of the Annals; this second paper is still being finalised. 
	Dr Gon to contact Dr de Moor re who is going to do the layout.

	8.4 KCC Funding

a) Municipal grant: Dr Cambray reported that the KCC had received the municipal funding. The KCC is very grateful to Mr Bates for motivating for this funding.
	

	9.   KCC champions & adopt-a-stretch activities
	Action

	9.1 Grey Dam and Commonage
a) Ms Barberton reported that Mountain Drive is looking good. Lantana and black wattle have been poisoned below the dam. Ms Barberton would like to see the area properly cleared.

b) SABC building development: Ms Barberton reported that Mr Gary Banks had bought the property and is planning to offer guest accommodation in the form of 10 flats, as well as recreational activities such as ATVs and paint ball. Litter is blowing off the property onto Mountain Drive. Concern was expressed about the proposed activities. Ms Barberton has written to Mr Kevin Bates, chairperson of the Oldenburgia Conservancy, who is going to follow up. Water for the property is going to be captured from the roof and held in an underground reservoir.
	Mr Pryor to follow-up.

Mr Bates/Ms Barberton to report back.

	10.   General
	Action

	10.1 World Water Monitoring Day outing: 

a) Dr Cambray and the Maths and Science club will be doing water quality testing at the Fair View spring and along the stream downstream of the spring on 18 September, World Monitoring Day.
	Dr Cambray to report back after the event.

	Meeting ended: 18h00

	11.   Date of next meeting: 

	Thursday 5 August 2010, Albany Museum, 16h00


Dates of remaining 2010 meetings: September 30, December 2.
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� Note that the Drinking Water Quality Framework at � HYPERLINK "http://www.dwaf.gov.za/Documents/Other/DWQM/DWQMFrameworkDec05.pdf" �http://www.dwaf.gov.za/Documents/Other/DWQM/DWQMFrameworkDec05.pdf� stipulates that a town the size of Grahamstown (population ≥ 100,000) should test and publicise drinking water quality data every 3 days.





KCC – a project of the Makana Environmental Forum – working together for a healthy river catchment

http://www.kowiecatchmentcampaign.org.za/

